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The course addresses psychological and social processes that 
families undergo in the course of immigration, their effect on 
individual family members, on the relationships between family 
members, on parenthood and the relationships between families 
and the society. Students explore their own concepts about 
immigrants through cultural competence perception, power 
relationships between social workers and immigrant families and 
the processes of cultural counter-transference. 
The course aims to develop knowledge, skills, theoretical 
approach, awareness and innovative intervention tools for a 
reflexive and sensitive social work practice with immigrants and 
their families. 

 
Description of the 
course 

Introduction and explanation about the course 
Berry, J. W. (1992). Acculturation and Adaptation in a New Society. 
International Migration, 30, 69-85 
Markovizky, G. & Samid, Y. (2008). The process of immigrant 
adjustment: The role of time in determining. Psychological 
Adjustment:  Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 39, 782-798. 
Ponizovsky Y, Kurman J, Roer-Strier D. (2015)  Emotional reactions 
to filial responsibilities and related psychological outcomes among 
immigrants. International Journal of Intercultural Relations 45, 
104–115. 
2) Different levels of changes in immigration process 
Mirsky, J. & Kaushinsky, F. (1989) Migration and growth: 
Separation individuation processes in immigrant students in 
Israel. Adolescence, 24(95), 725-740.  
Knaifel, E. & Mirsky, J. (2015). Interplay of identities: A narrative 
study of self-perceptions among mentally ill immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union. Transcultural Psychiatry, 52(1), 74-95. 

)עמ'  מערכת הרווחה וקליטת עליה –לנצל את ההזדמנות (. 2004בוסטין, ע. )
( .משרד      הרווחה וג'וינט ישראל.28-13  

Subjects and readings 
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3) Narrative approach to collecting and understanding 
immigrants’ life stories – methodological preparation to 
interviews. 

(. זרות, 2006לומסקי פדר, ע', רפפורט ,ת', לרנר, י', קונצמן, י', קפלן, י' )
 .636-654(, 4בית, ויחסי כוח בראיונות עם מהגרים. מגמות מד )

 .לאור הוצאת צבעוני :ירושלים .הגירה סיפורי :ישראלים .(2005י ) ,קימירס
 (. 19-55 עמ'(

 והתחילה היחסים התקלקלו ,והלכנו שקמנו "מרגע ((.2006מירסקי, י'. )
  .40-23 ו ,"כ ,ורווחה חברה .כהזדמנות להתפתחות הגירה התקדמות" :

)  תאוריה ויישום –מילים המנסות לגעת: מחקר איכותני (. 2003שקדי, א. )
 אביב. -הוצאת רמות: אוניברסיטת תל  (.23-69עמ' 

מה הסיפור שלך? מטפורות של מצוקה ושל עזרה נבו, מ' ) (. -קרומר
-283, 3. חברה ורווחה יט בסיפוריהן של אימהות ממשפחות רב בעייתיות

301. 
Mirsky, J. (2011). Narratives and meanings of migration. New 
York: Nova Science Publishers, pp. 175. 
4) Factors that shape parental functioning in cross cultural 
transition 
Roer-Strier, D., Rosenthal, M. K. (2001). Socialization in changing 
cultural contexts: A search for images of an “adaptive adult”. 
Social Work, 46 (3), 215-228. 
Nadan, Y., Spilsbury, J. & Korbin, J. (2015). Culture and context in 
understanding child maltreatment: Contributions of 
intersectionality and neighborhood-based research. Child Abuse & 
Neglect, 41, 40–48.  
Bornstein, M. H., & Chean, C. (2006). The Place of "Culture and 
Parenting" in the Ecological Contextual Perspective on 
Developmental Science. In K. H. Rubin & O. B. Chung (Eds.), 
Parenting Beliefs, Behaviors and Parent-Child Relations (pp. 3-33). 
5) Fatherhood on emigration process - Guest lecture – Mr. 
Marom Gorin 

(. אבות מהגרים בישראל: מתיאוריית 2006סטריאר, ד. וסטריאר, ר. )-רואר
 .405-431(, 4, כ"ו )חברה ורווחה הגירעון לתיאוריית האבהות המכוננת.

Remennick, L. (2003a). The 1.5-generation of Russian immigrants 
in Israel between integration and socio-cultural 
retention. Diaspora, 12(1), 39-66. 
Strier, R. (2015). “Fathers in Israel: Contextualizing Images of 
Fatherhood.” In Fathers Across Cultures: The Importance, Roles, 
and Diverse Practices of Dads (ed. Jaipaul L. Roopnarine; Santa 
Barbara, Calif.: Praeger), 350-367. 
6-7) The perceptions of normal and abnormal behavior and 
coping style -Children and adolescents in the immigration crisis 
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Lindsay, S., Tertault, S., Desmaris, C., King, G. & Pierart, G. (2014). 
Social Workers as “Cultural Brokers” in Providing Culturally 
Sensitive Care to Immigrant Families Raising a Child with a 
Physical Disability. Health and Social Work, 39 (2), 10-20. 
Roer-Strier, D. (2001). Reducing risk for children in changing 
cultural contexts: recommendations for intervention and training. 
Child Abuse & Neglect , 25 , 231–248 

 טראומת של בין־דורית (.  העברה2014ש', אביעד , י', לוי, א' ) ,בן־דוד
 האתיופית והקשרם העדה יוצאי נוער בני התירבות בקרב ותהליך ההגירה
פסיכואקטיביים. אוניברסיטת אריאל, המחלקה  בחומרים לשימוש

 לקרימינולוגיה ורשות למלחמה בסמים.
8) The perceptions of normal and abnormal behavior and coping 
style and the cultural concept of parenting and of an “adaptive 
adult” 
Dabbagh, T., Roer‐Strier, D., & Kurman, J. (2016). Mothers’ 
dreams, children realities: The case of uprooted families from 
South Lebanon. Family Process, 55(2):354-67. 
Roer-Strier, D., (1997). In the mind of the beholder. Evoluation of 
coping styles of immigrant parents. International Migration. 35 
(2), 271-286. 
9) Social work with immigrants 

(. עבודה סוציאלית פרטנית . מתוך חובב, מ., לונטל , א., 2012לונטל, א. )
 (. הוצאת קיבוץ מאוחד115-145)עמ'   עבודה סוציאלית בישראל וקטן , י.,

(.עבודה סוציאלית עם משפחות. מתוך חובב, מ., 2012שמאי, מ. וגירון, י. )
(. הוצאת הקיבוץ 145-171)עמ'  עבודה סוציאלית בישראללונטל, א. וקטן, י.  

 המאוחד .
( . עבודה סוציאלית בחברה מגוונת ומרובת 2012לנגר, נ., ונדן , י. )-קורין

) עמ'  עבודה סוציאלית בישראלי.   תרבויות. מתוך חובב, מ., לונטל, א. וקטן,
 (. הוצאת הקיבוץ המאוחד506-526

Slonim-Nevo, V., Sheraga, Y., Mirsky, J. (1999). A culturally 
sensitive approach to therapy with immigrant families: The case 
of Jewish emigrants from the former Soviet Union. Family Process, 
38(4), 445-462. 
Sue, D.W. (2006). Multicultural Social Work Practice, (pp. 24-29). 
Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons. 
10-11)  Power relationships between social workers and 
immigrant families, the process of cultural counter-transference. 
Nadan, Y., Weinberg-Kurnik, G. & Ben-Ari, A. (2015). Bringing 
context and power relations to the fore: Intergroup dialogue as a 
tool in social work education. British Journal of Social Work, 45(1), 
260–277 . 
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Comas-Diaz, L. & Jacobsen, F. (1991). Ethnocultural Transference 
and Countertransference in the Therapeutic Dyad.  Amer. J, 
Orthopsychiatry, 61(3), 392-402. 
Lijtmaer, R. (2001). Countertransference and Ethnicity: The 
Analyst`s Psychic Changes. Journal of the American Academy of 
Psychoanalysis, 29(1), 73–83 
Mirsky, J. (2013). Getting to know the piece of fluff in our ears: 
Expanding practitioners' cultural self-awareness. Social Work 
Education. The International Journal, 32 (5), 626-638 . 
Al-Krenawi, Alean (1999).  Social Workers Practicing in Their Non-
Western Home   Communities.  Families in Society, 80 (5), 488-
495. 
Yedidia, T. (2005). Immigrant Therapists' Unresolved Identity 
Problems and Countertransference. Clinical Social Work Journal, 
25, 9-22. 
12) A Critical view of Cultural Competence in social work 
National Association of Social Workers (NASW) (2001). NASW 
Standards for Cultural Competence in Social Work Practice. 
Washington, D.C: NASW 
Sue, D.W. (2006). Multicultural Social Work Practice, (pp. 24-29). 
Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons. 
Allen-Meares P. (2007). Cultural Competence: An Ethical 
Requirement. Journal of Ethnic and Cultural Diversity in Social 
Work, 16, 83–92. 
Nadan, Y., Weinberg-Kurnik, G. & Ben-Ari, A. (2016). The political 
dimension of multicultural social work education. Journal of Social 
Work, 16(3), 362-379. 
Nadan, Y. (2014). Rethinking ‘Cultural Competence’ in 
international social work. International Social Work. Advanced 
online publication.  
Dayan, N. and Biderman, A. (2014). Cultural Competency within 
the Health Services: Legislation and Policy in the U.S., Australia, 
the UK and Israel ‐ A comparative perspective. Health Promotion 
in Israel, (5).  (35‐43). (Hebrew). 

1. Lectures  
2. Presentation and discussion of videos clips 

3.Exercises and personal experiences in class 
4. Collecting and analyzing immigrant narratives 

Teaching 
methodologies 

Active participation in classes - 20% of the final grade 
A paper based on a narrative interview with an immigrant and 
theoretical and practical discussion - 80% of the final grade 

Students' assignments 
 

1. Students learn to identify changes and adjustment processes 
among immigrants and their families, to identify and classify 

Learning outcomes 
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conflicts within the families and between person/family and 
society. 
2. Students are able to build interventions with a deep 
understanding of processes and in accordance with the concept of 
cultural competence. 
3. Students learn to identify processes of cultural 
countertransference and their impact on their work with 
immigrants. 
4. Students deepen their knowledge in narrative research and 
gather immigrant life stories as part of the documentation of life 
stories. 

 

 


