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Description of
the course

The course focuses on narratives on immigrants’ and asylum seekers’ lives. Our life
story is shaped by the experiences and memories we collect throughout our
lifetime. It reflects our personal, family and collective identity, as well as constructs
our identity. This course will deal with the exploration of immigrants' and asylum
seekers’ life stories, as well as the application of theoretical ideas on narratives
into social work practice. The course aims at exposing students to the body of
knowledge on migration, through the collection and analysis of life stories of
immigrants and asylum seekers.

Subjects and
readings

Subjects:
1. International migration and the Israeli case

2. The narrative worldview
3. Narratives of immigrants and asylum seekers: Between the psycho and the
social
4. Training to conduct interviews with immigrant and asylum seekers,
including ethical aspects
5. Analysis of interviews with immigrants and asylum seekers
6. Practice implications: Context-informed psycho-social interventions with
immigrant and asylum seekers
Readings:
International migration
Berry, J. W. (1997). Immigration, acculturation, and adaptation. Applied
psychology, 46(1), 5-34.
Castles, S. & Miller, M. J. (2003). The Age of Migration: International Population
Movements in the Modern World. New York: The Guilford Press.
United Nations High Commission of Refugees (UNHCR). (2016). Global trends:
Forced displacement in 2015. Retrieved December 4, 2016, from:
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/unhcrstats/576408cd7/unhcr-global-trends-
2015.html

Immigration to Israel
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.5-31,1,77720/7.0»PORNYN DY0N : HNIYIA NN DY 0NN .(2012) .0 ,NDNI9-NDT
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Avineri, S., Orgad, L., & Rubinstein, A. (2010). Managing global migration: A
strategy for immigration policy in Israel. Jerusalem: The Metzilah Center.
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Ghebrezghiabher, H. M., & Motzafi-Haller, P. (2015). Eritrean women asylum
seekers in Israel: From a politics of rescue to feminist accountability. Journal of
Refugee Studies, 28(4), 570-594.
Narrative study
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Bruner, J. (1991). The narrative construction of reality. Critical inquiry, 18(1), 1-21.
Narratives and immigration
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Eastmond, M. (2007). Stories as lived experience: Narratives in forced migration
research. Journal of refugee studies, 20(2), 248-264.

Practice implications
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Allan, J. (2015). Reconciling the ‘psycho-social/structural’ in social work counselling

with refugees. British Journal of Social Work, 45, 1699-1716.
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George, M. (2012). Migration traumatic experiences and refugee distress:

Implications for social work practice. Clinical Social Work Journal, 40(4), 429-437.

Lavie-Ajayi, M., & Slonim-Nevo, V. (2017). A qualitative study of resilience among

asylum seekers from Darfur in Israel. Qualitative Social Work, 16(6), 825-841.

Lurie, I. (2009). Psychiatric care in restricted conditions for work migrants, refugees

and asylum seekers: experience of the open clinic for work migrants and refugees,

Israel 2006. The Israel journal of psychiatry and related sciences, 46(3), 172-181.

Mirsky, J. (2013). Getting to know the piece of fluff in our ears: Expanding

practitioners' cultural self-awareness. Social Work Education, 32(5), 626-638.

National Association of Social Workers (NASW) (2015). Standards and indicators

for cultural competence in social work. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from:

https://www.socialworkers.org/practice/standards/Standards and Indicators for

Cultural Competence.asp

Potocky-Tripodi, M. (2002). Best practices for social work with refugees and

immigrants. New York: Columbia University Press.

Russell, M. N., & White, B. (2001). Practice with immigrants and refugees: Social

worker and client perspectives. Journal of ethnic and cultural diversity in social

work, 9(3-4), 73-92.

Valtonen, K. (2008). Social work and migration: Immigrant and refugee settlement

and integration. Burlington, USA: Ashgate Publishing, Ltd.

Weaver, H. N., & Burns, B. J. (2001). ‘I Shout with Fear at Night’: Understanding the

traumatic experiences of refugees and asylum seekers. Journal of Social Work,

1(2), 147-164.

Lectures

Class discussions and reflection

Small groups exercises (practicing interviews, data analysis)

Students' interviews with immigrants and analysis

In class presentation

Guest lecture

Writing integrative assignment

Class attendance, reading course materials (0%)

Participation in class discussions (0%)

Conducting an interview with a migrant/asylum seeker, transcribing the

interview and sharing it with class (0%)

Final paper assignment (100%).

Learning Understanding the general context of international migration and of the Israeli

outcomes migration situation

2. Understanding of basic concepts: uprooting, transition, resettlement,
adaptation and acculturation.

3. Ability to conduct a life story interview with an immigrant and analyze the
narrative through different contexts

4. Apply different approaches to the analysis of narratives

5. Develop cultural competence and context awareness to social practice with
immigrants and asylum seekers.

Teaching
methodologies

Students'
assignments:
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