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Telling life stories is one way that people can organize and give
Description of the meaning to their lives. Analysis of daily life in the reality of migrants
course and asylum seekers enables deeper understanding of this significant

experience and the creation of a new lifestyle.
This course teaches the analysis of life stories that reflect the daily
life of asylum seekers and migrants in Israel. The course emphasizes
the significance of collecting biographies as a research method of
and a tool for understanding populations. In the advanced stages of
learning we integrate the experiential and the theoretical aspects
through conducting interviews or observations (recorded on video
or photos), which students present and analyze. In addition, the
course provides an opportunity for students to work with various
organizations that deal with asylum seekers.
The course includes an educational tour in South Tel Aviv, meetings
with asylum seekers, residents of South Tel Aviv, and
representatives of organizations.
Subjects and 1. Introduction: Situation report on migrants from around the world and
readings in Israel and an anthropological perspective:
IMO, (2018) World Migration Report
http://gmdac.iom.int/global-migration-trends-factsheet
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2. Why life stories?
Eastmond, Marita. (2007) Stories as Lived Experience:
Narratives in Forced Migration Research. Journal of Refugee
Studies Vol. 20, No. 2.
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3. Narrative analysis: Cultural Capital:
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4. Life stories of asylum seekers and migrants: Tools for building a
culturally appropriate interview:
128- 'nu) JIN? NRXIN 2IWAX 09U . N PSRN0 I(2005)N N
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Umut Erel (2010). Migrating Cultural Capital: Bourdieu in Migration Studies.
Sociology, Volume 44(4): 642—660. Open University, UK
Ghorashi, Hallea (2007). REFUGEE VOICE, Giving Silence a Chance: The
Importance of Life Stories for Research on Refugees. Journal of Refugee
Studies Vol. 21, No.1.
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School for Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of I ,'an 'm1an
London (Hebrew orig.)
Herzod, Hana (2005) On Home Turf: Interview Location and Its Social
Meaning. Qualitative Sociology, Vol. 28, No 1.
5. Identity, everyday life and ethical aspects of biography:
Hatoss Aniko, (2012) Where are you from? Identity construction and
experiences of ‘othering’ in the narratives of Sudanese refugee-background
Australians. Discourse & Society 23(1) 47-68.
Puvimanasinghe, Teresa; Densin, Linley; Augoustinos, Martha;
Somasundaram, Daya (2014). Narrative and Silence: How Former Refugees
Talk about Loss and Past Trauma. Journal of Refugee Studies Vol. 28, No. 1.
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6. Individual mentoring
7. Individual mentoring
8. How do we use interviews with asylum seekers?
Guest lecture by Ms. Elham Recani, Betzalel, Academy of Art and Design,
Jerusalem.
9. Everyday life of asylum seekers and migrants (B) — Anthropological
terms: home, time, temporariness:
| 1 DD Y X . NX2o1s) 1 AN
yown.(15-1'y)DY 1 vya N' 221  N20137N IR
The Future as Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global Condition (2013, Verso
Books)
Malkki L. (1995) Purity and Exile: Violence, Memory and National Cosmology
among Hutu Refugees in Tanzania, Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
Introduction
10. Migrants in Greece
Guest speaker: Dr. Vassiliki Yiakoumaki- University of Thessaly Volos,
Greece
11. Everyday life of asylum seekers and migrants (c) — Anthropological
terms: Culture, liminality, continuity:
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12. Preparation for the field trip to south Tel Aviv:
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13. Class presentations

14. Semester summary

15. Field trip to South Tel Aviv: Life stories of immigrants

Teaching 1. Class lectures and discussions on theories and empirical studies,

methodologies discussions are around interpretations of findings in presented studies
and around immigrants' stories that are presented in class.

2. Small group exercises of interpretation and analysis of asylum seekers
life stories. Stories are given by the lecturer at the beginning of the
course, and are later presented by the students (following their
interviews).

3. Students' interviews with immigrants or asylum seekers and
presentations of analysis in class.

4. The course includes guest speakers, presentations, videos and a field

trip.
Students' 1. Write a culturally adapted guide to conducting interviews or a
assignments: summary of a plan of action (for observations) about daily life. (20%)
2. Conduct interviews with an asylum seeker/ immigrants or observation
of daily life

3. One week after the tour - A reflective paper on the subject of a tour in
south Tel Aviv (10%)
4. Final Presentation — 70% in total, divided as follows
a) Class presentation: Final product — Presentation/ video/
documentation, etc. (40%)
b) After the end of the class: Submission of a final paper summarizing
the process and the result. (30%)
Learning outcomes | 1. Knowledge of the current situation of migrants and asylum seekers in
Israel and the rest of the world.
2. Awareness and understanding of various life stories of asylum seekers
and migrants in Israel
3. Acquisition of skills for collecting and recording life stories of migrants
and asylum seekers.
4. Acquisition of culturally sensitive methods of interviewing
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